TPO 14 — 1 Children and Advertising
JLERT

Young children are trusting of commercial advertisements in the media, and advertisers have
sometimes |been accused of taking advantage of this trusting outlook. The Independent

Television Commission, regulator of television advertising in the United Kingdom, has
criticized advertisers for "misleadingness"-creating a wrong impression either intentionally

for children to judge the true size, action, performance, or construction of a toy.
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of exaggeration. Consumer protection groups and parents believe that children are largely ill-
equipped to recognize such techniques and that often exaggeration is used Et the expense
of product information. Claims such as "the best" or "better than" can be subjective and

misleading; even adults may be unsure as to| their meaning. They represent the advertiser's

opinions about the qualities of their products or brand and, as a consequence, are difficult
to verify. Advertisers sometimes ]offset \or counterbalance an exaggerated claim with a

disclaimer-a qualification or condition on the claim. For example, the claim that breakfast
cereal has a health benefit may be accompanied by the disclaimer "when part of a nutritionally
balanced breakfast." However, research has shown that children often have difficulty

breakfast. The author George Comstock suggested that less than a quarter of children
between the ages of six and eight years old understood standard disclaimers used in many
toy advertisements and that disclaimers are more readily comprehended when presented in
both audio and visual formats. Nevertheless, disclaimers are mainly presented in audio
format only.
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Fantasy is one of the more common techniques in advertising that could possibly mislead a
young audience. ]Child-oriented\ advertisements are more likely to include magic and fantasy

than advertisements aimed at adults. In a content analysis of Canadian television, the author
Stephen Kline observed that nearly all commercials for character toys featured fantasy play.
Children have strong imaginations and the use of fantasy brings their ideas to life, but children
may not be adept enough to realize that what they are viewing is unreal. Fantasy situations
and settings are frequently used to attract children's attention, particularly in food advertising.
Advertisements for breakfast cereals have, for many years, been found to \b_eespeciallym
of fantasy techniques, with almost nine out of ten including such content. Generally, there

is uncertainty as to whether very young children can distinguish between fantasy and reality

advertisements use emotional and indirect appeals to psychological states or associations.
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The use of celebrities such as singers and movie stars is common in advertising. The

intention is for the positively perceived attributes of the celebrity to be transferred to the

advertised product and for the two to become automatically linked in the audience's mind. In
children's advertising, the "celebrities" are often animated figures from popular cartoons. In
the recent past, the role of celebrities in advertising to children has often been conflated
with| the concept of host selling. Host selling involves blending ladvertisements with regular

programming in a way that makes it difficult to distinguish one from the other. Host selling
occurs, for example, when a children's show about a cartoon lion contains an ad in which the
same lion ]promotes \a breakfast cereal. The psychologist Dale Kunkel showed that the

practice of host selling reduced children's ability to distinguish between advertising and

program material. It was also found that older children responded more positively to products |

in host selling advertisements.
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]Regarding hhe appearance of celebrities in advertisements that do not involve host selling,

the evidence is mixed. Researcher Charles Atkin found that children believe that the
characters used to advertise breakfast cereals are knowledgeable about cereals, and
children accept such characters as credible sources of nutritional information. This finding

in their choice of a product when a celebrity bndorses hhat product. A study of children in

Hong Kong, however, found that the presence of celebrities in advertisements could
negatively affect the children's ]perceptions\of a product if the children did not like the celebrity

in question.
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TPO 14 — 2 Maya Water Problems
A )

To understand the ancient Mayan people who lived in the area that is today southern Mexico
and Central America and the ecological difficulties they faced, one must first consider their
environment, which we think of as "jungle" or "tropical rainforest." This view is inaccurate,
and the reason proves to be important. Properly speaking, tropical rainforests grow in high-
rainfall equatorial areas that remain wet or humid all year round. But the Maya homeland
lies more than sixteen hundred kilometers from the equator, at latitudes 17 to 22 degrees
north, in a habitat termed a "seasonal tropical forest." That is, while there does tend to be a
rainy season from May to October, there is also a dry season from January through April. If
one focuses on the wet months, one calls the Maya homeland a "seasonal tropical forest"; if
one focuses on the dry months, one could instead describe it as a "seasonal desert."
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From north to south in the Yucatan Peninsula, where the Maya lived, rainfall ranges from 18
to 100 inches (457 to 2,540 millimeters) per year, and the soils become thicker, so that the
southern peninsula was agriculturally more productive and supported denser populations.
But rainfall in the Maya homeland is unpredictably variable between years; some recent years
have had three or four times more rain than other years. As a result, modern farmers
attempting to grow corn in the ancient Maya homelands have faced frequent crop failures,

especially in the north. The ancient Maya were [presumably more experienced and did better,

but nevertheless they too must have faced risks of crop failures from droughts and

hurricanes.
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Although southern Maya areas received more rainfall than northern areas, problems of water
were paradoxically more severe in the wet south. While that made things hard for ancient

Maya living in the south, it has also made things hard for modern archaeologists who have
difficulty understanding why ancient droughts caused bigger problems in the wet south than
in the dry north. The likely explanation is that an area of underground freshwater underlies
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the Yucatan Peninsula, but surface lelevation increases from north to south, so that as-ene

moves-south the land surface lies increasingly higher above the water table. In the northern
peninsula the elevation is sufficiently low that the ancient Maya were able to reach the water
table at deep sinkholes called cenotes, or at deep caves. In low-elevation north coastal
areas without sinkholes, the Maya would have been able to get down to the water table by

Yucatan Peninsula consists of karst, a porous sponge-like limestone fterrain fwhere rain runs

straight into the ground and where little or no surface water remains available.
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How did those dense southern Maya populations deal with the resulting water problem? It

initially surprises us that many of their cities were not built next to the rivers but instead on
high terrain in ]rolling \uplands. The explanation is that the Maya excavated kiepressions\, or

modified natural depressions, and then plugged up leaks in the karst by plastering the
bottoms of the depressions in order to create reservoirs, which collected rain from large
plastered catchment |basins and stored it for use in the dry season. For example, reservoirs

at the Maya city of Tikal held enough water to meet the drinking water needs of about 10,000
people for a period of 18 months. At the city of Coba the Maya built dikes around a lake in
order to raise its level and make their water supply more reliable. But the inhabitants of Tikal
and other cities dependent on reservoirs for drinking water would still have been in deep
trouble if 18 months passed without rain in a prolonged drought. A shorter drought in which
they exhausted their stored food supplies might already have gotten them in deep trouble,
because growing crops required rain rather than reservoirs.
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TPO 14 — 3 Pastoralism in Ancient Inner Eurasia
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Pastoralism is a lifestyle in which economic activity is based primarily on livestock.
Archaeological evidence suggests that by 3000 B.C., and perhaps even earlier, there had
emerged on the 'steppes lof Inner Eurasia the distinctive types of pastoralism that were to

dominate the region's history for several millennia. Here, the horse was already becoming
the animal of prestige in many regions, though sheep, goats, and cattle could also play a
vital role. It is the use of horses for transportation and warfare that explains why Inner
Eurasian pastoralism proved the most mobile and the most \militaristic \of all major forms of

pastoralism. The emergence and spread of pastoralism had a profound impact on the
history of Inner Eurasia, and also,_indirectly, on the parts of Asia and Europe just outside
this area. In particular, pastoralism Eavorsb mobile lifestyle, and this mobility helps to explain

the impact of pastoralist societies on this part of the world.
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The mobility of pastoralist societies reflects their dependence on animal-based foods. While
agriculturalists rely on domesticated plants, pastoralists rely on domesticated animals. As a
All else being equal, this means they must exploit larger areas of land than do
agriculturalists to secure the same amount of food, clothing, and other necessities. So
pastoralism is a more extensive lifeway than farming is. However, the larger the terrain used
to support a group, the harder it is to exploit that terrain while remaining in one place. So,
basic ecological principles imply a strong tendency within pastoralist lifeways toward

degree of pastoralism, the stronger the tendency toward nomadism." A modern Turkic nomad
interviewed by Cribb commented: "The more animals you have, the farther you have to
move."
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Nomadism has further consequences. It means that pastoralist societies occupy and can
influence very large territories. This is particularly true of the horse pastoralism that emerged
in the Inner Eurasian steppes, for this was the most mobile of all major forms of pastoralism.
So, itis no accident that with the appearance of pastoralist societies there appear large areas
that share similar cultural, ecological, and even linguistic features. By the late fourth
millennium B.C., there is already evidence of large culture zones reaching from Eastern
Europe to the western borders of Mongolia. Perhaps the most striking sign of mobility is the
fact that by the third millennium B.C., most pastoralists in this huge region spoke related
languages ]ancestral\ to the modern Indo-European languages. The remarkable mobility and

range of pastoral societies explain, in part, why so many linguists have argued that the Indo-
European languages began their astonishing expansionist career not among farmers in
Anatolia (present-day Turkey), but among early pastoralists from Inner Eurasia. Such theories
imply that the Indo-European languages evolved not in Neolithic (10,000 to 3,000 B.C.)
Anatolia, but among the foraging communities of the cultures in the region of the Don and
Dnieper rivers, which took up stock breeding and began to exploit the neighboring steppes.
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constantly on the move, you cannot afford to accumulate large material surpluses. Such rules
limit variations in accumulated material goods between pastoralist households (though they
may also encourage a taste for portable goods of high value such as silks or jewelry). So, by
and large, nomadism implies a high degree of self-sufficiency and inhibits the appearance

of an extensive division of labor. ]Inequalities of wealth and rank certainly exist, and have

probably existed in most pastoralist societies, but except in periods of military conquest, they
are normally too ]slight ho generate the stable, hereditary hierarchies that are usually implied

by the use of the term class. Inequalities of gender have also existed in pastoralist societies,

communities, and also by the requirement that women acquire most of the skills of men,
including, often, their military skills.
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